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STUDENT LOAN THIEF CHASED DOWN

PHOENI X, ARIZONA -- TheUnited StatesAttorney’ sOfficefor the District of Arizonaannounces
today that JOHN E. CHRISTENSEN, (D.O.B. 4-21-41), of Mesa, Arizona, was arrested on September 2,
20083, as he tried to claim a student loan check in an assumed name at Mesa Community College.

Thecrimina complaint chargesCHRISTENSEN withviolating Title 20, United States Code, Section
1097 (Financial Aid Fraud), Title42, United States Code, Section 408(a)(7)(B) (Socia Security Fraud), and
Title 18, United States Code, Section 1028(a)(7) ((Identity Theft).

According to the complaint, Christensen used the identities of prison inmates serving lengthy prison
sentencesto apply for and receive federal student aid, and Social Security benefits. On September 2, 2003,
Christensen arrived at Mesa Community College to claim an student financial aid check under the name of
Frank Morgan. Staff at the Financial Aid Office recognized Christensen asthe same person who had claimed
anaid check under the name George Aikens, and called campussecurity. Christensentook off onfoot shortly
after security arrived, but was caught by campus security and Mesa Police. Christensen then produced
identification in the name of Joseph Bruce, and had in his possession identification in the names Frank

Morgan and Donald Joy, according to the complaint. Student loans were applied for or obtained in six
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different names (Frank Morgan, Donald Joy, George Aikens, Joseph Bruce, Paul Reed, and John Dubalski),
according to the complaint, at three local community colleges (Mesa Community College, Maricopa
Community College, and Scottsdale Community College).

A conviction for Financial Aid Fraud carries a maximum penalty of five year(s), a $20,000 fine or
both. A conviction for Social Security Fraud carries a maximum penalty of five year(s), a $250,000 fine or
both. A conviction for |dentity Theft carries a maximum penalty of 15 year(s), a $250,000 fine or both, and
forfeiture.

A criminal complaint is simply the method by which a person is charged with criminal activity and
raises no inference of guilt. Anindividual is presumed innocent until competent evidence is presented to a
jury that establishes guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

The investigation preceding the complaint was conducted the Office of Inspector Genera of the
United States Department of Education, the Office of Inspector General of the Social Security
Administration, the Mesa Police Department, and College Safety, Mesa Community College.

The prosecution is being handled by Daniel R. Drake, Assistant United States Attorney, District of
Arizona, Phoenix, Arizona
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